Innovating Indigenous Medicine: From Tradition to Transformation

20t & 215t November 2026.
Guidelines for Submission of Abstracts

The Postgraduate Institute of Indigenous Medicine, University of Colombo, invites
researchers, academics, undergraduate and postgraduate students, and industry
professionals to submit abstracts for the International Conference on Ayurveda,
Unani & Siddha Medicine (ICAUS 2026). Selected abstracts will be considered for
oral presentations at the technical sessions of ICAUS 2026, which will be held on 20t
& 215t November 2026.

Deadline for the submission of Abstracts: 30" June 2026

To be considered for evaluation, each submission should include the following
documents:

1. Abstract - Should not exceed 300 words (excluding the title and author
affiliations, acknowledgments, and key words) and formatted according to the
attached template.

2. Extended Abstract —Should include the background, objectives, research
design/materials and methods, results/findings, and discussion and/or
conclusions. The total word count should not exceed 1,000 words.

3. Author Declaration Form — Must be signed and submitted before the final

selection is made.

* Only Abstract will be published in the proceeding book

Please follow the instructions carefully. Abstracts that do not adhere to the provided
guidelines or are submitted after the deadline will not be considered for review. The
Editorial Committee reserves the right to make minor changes to the text to enhance
clarity and quality of the abstract.

Authors must submit their abstracts and extended abstracts as Word documents, along
with the completed declaration form (as PDF), to the editor by 30" June 2026. The
submission email is provided below.

Web: https://pgiimed.cmb.ac.lk/icaus-2026/




Guidelines for Preparation of Abstracts
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The abstract must report original research not previously published elsewhere.

An author may submit a maximum of one abstract as a single author and
up to three abstracts as a co-author. No author shall submit more than
four abstracts in total.

At least one of the authors should be affiliated to the University of Colombo
(This is for University of Colombo proceeding only)

The author(s)’ names and addresses

a. Capital letters should be used only for the initials and the first letters
of the surnames of authors.

b. The address of the Institution where the work was carried out should
be included under the author’s name.

c. If the collaborators are from different institutions, the addresses of the
institutions should be included in brief. In this case, the addresses of the
co-authors should be indicated by a number in superscript after the
authors’ names and before the respective addresses as shown below.

Example (Multiple authors):
P. Menikpuragel, D.T.U. Abeytungal, R.L.C. Wijesundara2

1Department of Chemistry, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

2Department of Plant Sciences, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.
The title should be brief and reflect the study reported. Capital letters should be
used only for the first letter in the first word of the title and proper nouns.

The text of the abstract should not exceed 300 words excluding title,
author affiliations, acknowledgments, and keywords.

Acknowledgment should be restricted to the names of funding
agencies providing sponsorship.

Standard abbreviations of Sl units should be used.

A maximum of five keywords should be provided.
The abstract should be coherent and free of language errors.

Before you submit your abstract, ensure that the entire contents of the final
abstract will fit into a single A4 page with 1-inch margins all round, font
Times New Roman, size 11, and 1.5 spacing.

Two versions of the abstract should be submitted electronically as separate
pages within a single Word document. The first version should contain name(s)
of author(s) and institutional affiliations. The second version should contain
only the title and the main text, excluding any author names or institutional
details.



Guidelines for Preparation of Extended Abstracts

The text should not exceed 1,000 words, including references.

The extended abstract must clearly address the following aspects:
Background, Objectives, Research Design/Materials and Methods,
Results/Findings, and Discussion and/or Conclusions.

The abstract should be coherent, well-structured, and free of grammatical

and language errors.

iv. Submit two versions of the extended abstract electronically as separate
pages within a single Word document:
— The first version should include the title, author name(s), and institutional
affiliations.
— The second version should contain only the title and the main text,
excluding any author names or institutional details.

V. Tables and figures may be included and must be referred to in the text as
Table 1, Figure 1, etc.

Vi. References should be kept to a minimum and limited to essential sources.

vii. ~ Use Times New Roman, font size 11, with 1.5 line spacing on A4-sized
paper.

Please note:

The declaration form must be signed, scanned, and returned by the
Corresponding Author via email along with each abstract submitted.

All correspondence will be addressed to the Corresponding Author. If the
Corresponding Author is a student, it is mandatory that the declaration form
should be signed by the supervising author/s.

If the presenting author indicated in the Author Declaration Form is unable to

present the paper, it is the responsibility of the corresponding author to either
withdraw the paper in advance or arrange for a co-author to present it.

The Editorial Committee reserves the right to reject any abstracts that do

not comply with these requirements.



Academic Integrity, Similarity Assessment, and Responsible Use of Artificial
Intelligence (Al)

* All submitted abstracts and extended abstracts must adhere to the highest standards
of academic integrity. Plagiarism, including self-plagiarism, is strictly prohibited.
Authors are expected to submit original work and ensure that all sources are
appropriately acknowledged.

* All submitted documents will be screened using Turnitin Similarity Detection and Al
Detection tools before review and publication decisions.

* The use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools in the preparation of manuscripts is
permitted only in accordance with the University of Colombo's "Policy on the Use of
Generative Artificial Intelligence in Academic and Administrative Activities" (Annex
). Authors remain fully responsible for the accuracy, originality, integrity, and ethical
compliance of all submitted content, irrespective of whether Al tools have been utilised.

* The acceptable similarity threshold for abstracts is 5%, while the acceptable similarity
threshold for extended abstracts is 15 %.

* Similarity reports will be evaluated after excluding: Reference lists; In-text citations
(citation elements only, not the associated text); and Matched text segments consisting
of eight (8) words or fewer.

* All identified similarities must be appropriately attributed and cited. Whether
similarities arise from direct quotations, paraphrased content, adopted ideas, or
previously published scholarly work, proper citation and acknowledgement are
mandatory. Commonly used technical terms, standard methodological descriptions, and
widely accepted academic expressions may not require citation where appropriate.

* Submissions exceeding the prescribed similarity thresholds, containing uncited
material, or violating the University's academic integrity requirements may be
rejected without further notification.



